Black Hand Letters

Sent / Delivered to Mabel Oakes, 1910

Mr. Swindall: I now want to read the exhibits which have been offered in evidence, being Exhibits 2 to 15.

And thereupon Mr. Swindall read Exhibits from 2 to 15 as follows to-wit:

Exhibit No. 2

(Printed with lead pencil) -- To show you that they are so brave one of our friends is keeping watch tonight. Acting as a spy. That is all right for we were well represented to and it was a case of spy watch spy. You were followed when you left home tonight and if my full force had been with me you never would have seen or went home again at least not alive. Now get you we will. Dead or alive. The crowd will not amount to anything when we have finished. Don’t be surprised at anything at anytime now. We mean business. Tell Shaw he had better find a better hiding place for his booze. Remember we will get you if it takes all summer and several lives. 

Ananmous

Exhibit No. 3

(Printed in pencil same as No. 2) -- I have another communication for your bootlegging friends. Tell them that all of the booze they get here this summer will not be of much good to them. Tell Goodwine that it will be WAR to the DEATH for that beer. We will not be BEAT. We shall WIN. As for you you are certainly a fool and are watched the same as, Miller, Shaw, Virden, Shafer, Burge, Goodwine and others.

(Anamoue)

(On back a printed bill) -- $100.00 reward for a better show than is put up by Otto’s Comedians at the White City Air Dome. Only one show each night this week, so come early and see it all. A whole evenings entertainment at the small price of 10c and 20c.

Exhibit No. 4

(Printed same as No. 2) -- You had better not stay at home tonight. People are known to have been kidnapped. Take this warning.

(Anamous)

Exhibit No. 5

(Printed same as 2) -- Notice To A Fool. If you are such a friend to the bootleggers named in this warning you had better warn Goodwine that he is also watched. Remember that Sat. is unlucky or will be for You since you warned the lot.

("One who is Wise")

(On back of printed bill) -- To-night at the Majestic. (The Favorite little family theatre on Barnes Avenue) Patterson Bros. and Gaughn Drexler and Samptson. Two big vaudeville acts 5 people comedy, musical, high class acrobatic, facial culture acts. Come and spend a pleasant evening. 2,000 ft/ of film and change each night.

Moving pictures:

On the reef.

Christian Martyrs.

Matinee on Saturday afternoon.

Admission for children under 10 years of age 5c. Special for Saturday afternoon and night: "Roosevelt in Cairo and Paris". Come early and avoid the rush. 

The MAJESTIC

Exhibit No. 6

(Written with pencil on post card.) -- (Address:) Miss Maybelle Oakes - Alva, Okla. - Barnes Ave. Anamous. 1405. (One cent stamp in right hand corner.) (postmark) Alva Okla. (Date unintelligible.) (Printed on face of card:) Stung.

Exhibit No. 7

(Printed in pencil on bit of writing paper) - As this is Lodge night I have just found out that you will not be troubled tonight, for the band are watching Jack Virden. He has a case of beer. There are six of the band watching him.

Exhibit No. 8

(Printed same as 2/ on back of bill) -- so you won’t take advise at all? Well take the consequences and ask those bootleggers to help you out if they DARE.

"One who is Wise".

To-night at the Majestic etc. --------------------------

Exhibit No. 9

(Printed as No. 2 on piece of writing paper) -- That barrel of beer in question will prove to be the dearest barrel ever sent to this town. Very dear to you as well as the rest of the bunch, for you are just as bad, since you are a friend to them and are their associate. No lady or one who is even halfway decent would act as you have to them. It would be a blessing to the town if all of those bootlegging joints was blown up, and they are likely to be to. Your reign as spy and tell tale is short. A case of kidnapping is what you need and are certainly going to get for you smartness, and then you will see how much they will help you. Show this communication to them. To the COWARDLY CURS. You may think this is all a joke but it is NOT as you will all find out. A dynamite bomb usually works fine. So all of you watch out. If all plans work right an explosion tonight at midnight need not surprise you in the least.

ANAMOUS

Exhibit No. 10

(Printed same as 2 on back of envelope.) -- You have either more nerve or less sense than any girl in Okla. I am not sure which is right but am inclined to think you have more real nerve than the whole bunch you are trying to protect put together. You will not get any more notes for a few days.

Exhibit No. 11

(Printed in pencil as No. 2) -- Mabel Oaks. When you read this letter you will be worse surprised than you ever were in all of your previous life. I want to say now that am the writer of all those notes you have been receiving and now I want to explain my conduct to you. I am a member of a band, you may call it whatever you like, but I am the same as a slave and I am forced to do all the bad work. You made enemies of the band when you defied them about that bootlegging deal and they then resolved to kidnap you and keep you for a purpose that is worse than death. I wrote the notes but I swear to you that I never knew who you were until today. I knew nothing of you excepting your name and though I have often seen you I did not know your were the intended victim. So believe me and do as I tell you. They have decided to make the attempt to capture you tomorrow night (Friday) or Sat night. So be prepared and have help. I ask you to keep this for they would kill me if they knew I told you. The only reason I have in telling you this is because I love you and will do anything possible to save you. I have often tried to meet you but failed. I suppose you would hate me if you knew me personally and I could not stand that so I am going to leave here and lead a better life. I would be willing to die if I could for one day only say you were my wife. But that cannot be so I will leave and try to forget you. You know there is always some honor among thieves and this is the only honorable thing I can do. I wish your life to be all happiness. Protect yourself tonight and tomorrow and forgive me if possible. Good-bye dear.

Yours till death.

Anamous. 

Warn your friends and tell them that they are in danger and to shoot to kill.

Exhibit No. 12

(On envelope.) Mabel Oakes. After ten days return to ---- Alva, Okla. (stamp)

Exhibit No. 13

(On piece of envelope) -- I told you the other day that I was a member of an organized band here and that I was going to leave. They have found out now and I don't know when I can get away from them. Be careful tonight for they are coming up. Beware of your neighbors. One of them is an enemy to you and is working with the band. I will tell you all I can find out.

Anamous

Exhibit No. 14

(On envelope) Mabel Oakes. After 10 days return to ------ Alva, Okla. (stamp) -- 

Exhibit No. 15

(On envelope) Mabel Oakes. After 10 days return to ---- Alva, Okla. (stamp)

