Old Opera House Murder -- (Alva's First Homicide - 9 November 1910)

And now at the appointed time, all parties being present as before, and the defendant being present in person, the following proceedings were had, to-wit:

The Court – Call the jury, Mr. Clerk.

And thereupon the clerk calls the roll of the jury and announced the jury all present.

Richard H. Ketchen was duly sworn as a witness on behalf of the defendant and testified as follows –
DIRECT EXAMINATION by Mr. Wilson – 

Mr. Wilson – State your name to the court and jury?
Mr. Ketchen – Richard H. Ketchen.
Mr. Wilson – Where do you live?
Mr. Ketchen – Alva, Oklahoma.
Mr. Wilson – How long have you lived at Alva?
Mr. Ketchen – Two years.
Mr. Wilson – Are you acquainted with N. L. Miller the defendant in this case?
Mr. Ketchen – Yes sir.
Mr. Wilson – Were you acquainted with Mabel Oakes the deceased, during her lifetime?
Mr. Ketchen – I was by sight.
Mr. Wilson – Where is your place of business from N. L. Miller’s opera house?
Mr. Ketchen – Well joins it on the east.
Mr. Wilson – What is your business?
Mr. Ketchen – Veterinary.
Mr. Wilson – Have you a hospital there?
Mr. Ketchen – Yes sir, I have a veterinary hospital.
Mr. Wilson – State whether or not there is a space between the two?
Mr. Ketchen – Yes sir, there is about four feet space between the two buildings.
Mr. Wilson – State where you were with reference to that building on the afternoon of November 9, 1910.
Mr. Ketchen – I was in the back part of the building, working back there.
Mr. Wilson – Do you know where that little triangular room where Mabel Oakes’ corpse was found is located?
Mr. Ketchen – Yes sir.
Mr. Wilson – How far is that from where you were working that day?
Mr. Ketchen – About fifteen feet.
Mr. Wilson – State whether or not you were there most of the afternoon?
Mr. Ketchen – I was there, I should judge, until in the neighborhood of half past three or four o’clock, we get back from dinner anywhere from 1:00 to 1:30 and I was there from then until between three and four o’clock.
Mr. Wilson – You worked there after dinner until that time did you?
Mr. Ketchen – Yes sir.
Mr. Wilson – Have you any personal recollection now as to how you returned on that day from dinner?
Mr. Ketchen. – Between 1:00 and half past one is our usual time
Mr. Wilson – You say in the neighborhood of one o’clock?
Mr. Ketchen – Yes sir.
Mr. Wilson – You know where the window is whether the window lights are out there?
Mr. Ketchen – No sir, I don’t remember.
Mr. Wilson – How is that building then in regard to windows, that is, in that little triangular room?
Mr. Ketchen – I don’t know much about them, there is a window facing – but whether there is window lights in that or not, I don’t know.
Mr. Wilson – Do you remember whether that was up or not on the 9th day of November 1910?
Mr. Ketchen – No sir.
Mr. Wilson – State whether or not during all the time you were there you heard any struggle or scuffle in that little triangular room there?
Mr. Ketchen – No sir.
Mr. Wilson – That’s all.
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