Old Opera House Murder -- (Alva's First Homicide - 9 November 1910)

J. F. Grenlee’s   Testimony

J. F. Grenlee’s   Testifies on behalf of Defendant...

 J. F. Grenlee  was duly sworn as a witness for the defendant, and testified as follows?
DIRECT EXAMINATION by Mr. Wilson (Judge L. T. Wilson, attorney for Nelson L. Miller) –

Mr. Wilson – State your name to the court and jury?
Mr. Grenlee – J. F. Grenlee.

Mr. Wilson – Where do you live, Mr. Grenlee?

Mr. Grenlee – Alva, Oklahoma.

Mr. Wilson – How long have you lived at Alva?

Mr. Grenlee – Over eleven years.

Mr. Wilson – Are you acquainted with N. L. Miller, the defendant in this case?

Mr. Grenlee – Yes sir.

Mr. Wilson – Were you acquainted with Mabel Oakes in her lifetime?

Mr. Grenlee – Yes sir.

Mr. Wilson – What is your business?

Mr. Grenlee – I am a druggist and pharmacist.

Mr. Wilson – And you have a drug store at Alva?

Mr. Grenlee – Yes sir.

Mr. Wilson – I will get you to state whether or not you have ever furnished any kind of drug for Mabel Oakes?

Mr. Grenlee – I have on prescriptions.

Mr. Wilson – Do you know what that was?

Mr. Grenlee – Well during the time that she had her arm broken, the doctor prescribed morphine tablets and some strychnine tablets at the same time.

Mr. Wilson – So on that prescription, you furnished her with morphine tablets and strychnine tablets, did you?

Mr. Grenlee – Yes sir.

Mr. Wilson – I will get you to state whether or not you remember Mabel Oakes coming to your place in Alva and your having reproved her for going buggy riding with N. L. Miller?

Mr. Grenlee – Well the second time that she got her arm broken, she came up to the store and wanted to commence studying pharmacy, that was her intention before that and I said to her, “Mabel, I hear some bad stories about you.” And she wanted to know what and I said, “I hear that you have been out riding with N. L. Miller.”  And she said that she had business and that she never went out without her mother knowing it and I said, “If your mother knows it, I have got nothing more to say.”

Mr. Wilson – Was that all that took place there Mr. Grenlee?

Mr. Grenlee – Yes sir, that day.

Mr. Wilson – State whether or not she appeared at your store again that day, in connection with N. L. Miller or the next day?

Mr. Grenlee – The next day after supper, she and Mr. Miller called on us.  Mr. Miller wanted to know if I had said that and wanted to know if I had been talking about Mabel and I didn’t think that I had and she said that I had insulted her and she thought I ought to beg her pardon and I said, “If I have insulted you, I will surely beg your pardon,” so I begged her pardon.  
Mr. Wilson – Well now on that occasion did she have the appearance of having cried or being worked up over this matter, what you said to me?
Mr. Grenlee – Well I supposed so, but I don’t know what caused it.
Mr. Wilson – Well that was her appearance was it?
Mr. Grenlee – Yes sir.

Mr. Wilson – That’s all.

CROSS EXAMINATION by  Mr. Pruiett --

Mr. Pruiett – At the time she got her arm broke, how long was that prior to her death?

Mr. Grenlee – I think the last time, I think was some time in March or the first of April.

Mr. Pruiett – In March prior to her death?

Mr. Grenlee – Yes sir.

Mr. Pruiett – That’s all.

Mr. Wilson – That’s all.

The Court – Gentlemen of the jury when we adjourn, we will adjourn until 1:30 this afternoon, the court admonishes you to have no conversation with each other regarding this case or permit anyone else to converse with you or in your hearing regarding it, the bailiff will keep you together and you will not be allowed to read any newspapers nor will you be allowed to separate until this case is finally determined.

At this time the court takes an adjournment until 1:30.
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