Old Opera House Murder -- (Alva's First Homicide - 9 November 1910)

H. M Green’s Testimony
H. M Green’s Testifies on behalf of Defendant...

H. M. Green was duly sworn as a witness for the defendant, and testified as follows?
DIRECT EXAMINATION by Mr. Wilson (Judge L. T. Wilson, attorney for Nelson L. Miller) –

Mr. Wilson – State your name to the court and jury.

Mr. Green – H. M. Green

Mr. Wilson – Where do you live?

Mr. Green – Alva, Oklahoma.

Mr. Wilson –How long have you lived at Alva?

Mr. Green – I think about fourteen years.

Mr. Wilson – How long have you lived in Woods County?

Mr. Green – Since the day of the opening.
Mr. Wilson – What is your occupation?

Mr. Green – Plastering.

Mr. Wilson – Where do you practice your trade?

Mr. Green – At Alva, Oklahoma.

Mr. Wilson – Are you acquainted with N. L. Miller, the defendant in this action?

Mr. Green – Yes sir, not intimately but I have an acquaintance with him.

Mr. Wilson – How long have you known Squire Miller?

Mr. Green – O, I think about five or six years, probably.

Mr. Wilson – Were you acquainted with Mabel Oakes in her lifetime?

Mr. Green – No sir, I never got acquainted with her.

Mr. Wilson – State whether or not you ever saw her?

Mr. Green – Yes sir, often.

Mr. Wilson – I will get you to state whether or not you were at the office of Squire Miller in Alva a short time before election, last fall?

Mr. Green – Yes sir.

Mr. Wilson – About how long before, if you remember?

Mr. Green – I think about three days, might have been four.
Mr. Wilson – State to the court and jury whether or not Mabel Oakes was at the office at the time you were there?
Mr. Green – Yes sir.
Mr. Wilson – State if you saw any peculiarities about her face at that time?
Mr. Green – I noticed that she had a very black eye and a part, that is, the left eye, and her face was slightly bruised, from her eye to her ear.
Mr. Wilson – On which side if you remember?
Mr. Green – The left side.
Mr. Wilson – State whether there was an abrasion of the skin, if you know?
Mr. Green – Yes sir.
Mr. Wilson – Where was that?
Mr. Green – Between the eye and the ear.
Mr. Wilson – What time of the day was it you saw her?
Mr. Green – Well sir, I couldn’t say.
Mr. Wilson – Did you go to the office before or after A. C. Grimes was there?
Mr. Green – A. C. Grimes was there when I went there, I didn’t go into the office, I stood at the door and talked to Mr. Miller and Mr. Grimes.
Mr. Wilson – State whether or not you noticed whether or not Miss Oakes had on a scarf?
Mr. Green – Yes sir, I don’t think I ever saw her without a scarf.

Mr. Wilson – State whether or not you remember whether you saw any peculiarities about the manner in which she wore that scarf?

Mr. Green– No sir, I cannot remember, except in that case when I was looking at her, if I noticed that the ends of the scarf were hanging down here, whether they were wound around the neck once or twice I couldn’t say.

Mr. Wilson – State whether or not that scarf resembled this? (Exhibits scarf).

Mr. Green – Yes sir, it looked something like that.

Mr. Wilson – Would you say, from seeing this scarf around my neck, which I believe is as big as anybody’s, that it was wrapped once or twice?
Mr. Green – I couldn’t say about that.
CROSS EXAMINATION by Mr. Pruiett–

Mr. Pruiett – At the time you saw her, the ends were hanging down here?
Mr. Green – Yes sir, I think they were in front.
Mr. Pruiett – That’s all.
By Mr. Wilson – I believe you told me you didn’t know whether it was wrapped around the neck once or twice?

Mr. Green – I don’t believe I know, no sir.
Mr. Wilson – That’s all.

Mr. Pruiett – But you do know that the ends were hanging down in front?

Mr. Green – Yes sir.

Mr. Pruiett – That’s all.
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