Old Opera House Murder -- (Alva's First Homicide - 9 November 1910)

E. P. Weaver’s   Testimony

E. P Weaver’s   Testifies on behalf of Defendant...

E. P. Weaver was duly sworn as a witness for the defendant, and testified as follows?
DIRECT EXAMINATION by Mr. Wilson (Judge L. T. Wilson, attorney for Nelson L. Miller) –

Mr. Wilson – State your name to the court and jury?
Mr. Weaver –  E. P. Weaver.
Mr. Wilson – Where do you live?

Mr. Weaver – Alva, Oklahoma.

Mr. Wilson –  How long have you lived there?

Mr. Weaver – About eleven years.

Mr. Wilson – State what business you are engaged in?

Mr. Weaver – At the Alva Rolling Mills.

Mr. Wilson – Are you acquainted with N. L. Miller?

Mr. Weaver – Yes sir.

Mr. Wilson – How long have you known Mr. Miller?

Mr. Weaver – About ever since he has been in Alva, about eleven years.

Mr. Wilson – Were you acquainted with Mabel Oakes in her lifetime?

Mr. Weaver – Why, slightly, I knew her when I saw her, I have had an introduction to her was all.

Mr. Wilson – Do you know a certain white horse that belongs to Mr. N. L. Miller?

Mr. Weaver – Yes sir.

Mr. Wilson – I will get you to state whether or not you ever seen anyone out at night driving that buggy and horse.

Mr. Vigg – Objected to as incompetent, irrelevant and immaterial.

The Court – Objection sustained.

Mr. Wilson – Withdraw the question.  I will get you to state whether or not you ever have seen any one out in the city of Alva at night, driving that horse and buggy in company with Mabel Oakes and that man not the defendant, N. L. Miller?

Mr. Vigg – Objected to as incompetent, irrelevant and immaterial, calling for a conclusion of the witness and many other reasons.

The Court – Objection sustained.  

To which the Defendant then and there duly excepted at the time.

Mr. Wilson – Well during the fall or the latter part of the month of August, or the early part of September, 1910, I will get you to state whether or not you saw Dan Fletcher driving with Mabel Oakes in Miller’s buggy in the town of Alva, after night?

Mr. Vigg – Objected to as incompetent, irrelevant and immaterial, the young lady might have been driving with twenty different people.

The Court – Objection overruled.

To which ruling of the court the state then and there duly excepted at the time.

Mr. Weaver – Why I cannot say that I saw her driving with him, I saw her get in that buggy.
Mr. Wilson – Well just tell what you saw.
Mr. Weaver – Well I saw the lady in question get into  Mr. Miller’s buggy and I an not certain if it was Dan Fletcher but I am certain that, it left the impression in my mind that it was Dan Fletcher in Alva, the latter part of August, or the first of September, right along at that time sometime, on Friday evening.
Mr. Wilson – State whether or not you know it was not N. L. Miller?
Mr. Weaver – I know it was not N. L. Miller, I had just left him at the Eagle Hall, just a few minutes before and I am satisfied in my mind it was not Miller.

Mr. Wilson – About what time of the night was that?

Mr. Weaver – Right along about nine o’clock.

Mr. Wilson – In what part of town was it?

Mr. Weaver – On Second Street between Santa Fe and Flynn Avenue.

Mr. Wilson – State to the jury whether or not that it was away from the populated thorofares (sic) and business part of the city of Alva?

Mr. Weaver – Yes sir, it is.

Mr. Wilson – How far from the business and well lighted part of the town is that?

Mr. Weaver – Well where I met them, there was an electric light within about twenty-five feet of where I met them.

Mr. Wilson – State whether or not they drove away from the electric light?

Mr. Weaver – Yes sir, they did.

Mr. Wilson – State whether or not Dan Fletcher is a married man?

Mr. Weaver – He was a married man.

Mr. Wilson – That’s all.

CROSS EXAMINATION by Mr. Pruiett-- 

Mr. Pruiett – You and Mr. Miller are good friends are you?

Mr. Weaver – Fairly, yes sir.

Mr. Pruiett – You know that this man Dan Fletcher is now a fugitive from justice, don’t you?

Mr. Weaver – yes sir.

Mr. Pruiett – That’s all. 
J. F. Greenlee Testimony
