Old Opera House Murder -- (Alva's First Homicide - 9 November 1910)

D. R. Frazier’s   Testimony

D. R. Frazier’s   Testifies on behalf of Defendant...

D. R. Frazier was duly sworn as a witness for the defendant, and testified as follows?
DIRECT EXAMINATION by Mr. Wilson (Judge L. T. Wilson, attorney for Nelson L. Miller) –

Mr. Wilson – State your name to the court and jury?
Mr. Frazier – D. R. Frazier.
Mr. Wilson – Where do you reside?

Mr. Frazier – At Alva, woods County, Oklahoma.

Mr. Wilson – How long have you resided there?

Mr. Frazier – Since the opening of the strip.

Mr. Wilson – What is your business or occupation?

Mr. Frazier – Well for most of the time, I was in the transfer business and not for the last four years, and I have held a city office part of the time and part of the time not much of anything, I have a farm out in the country.

Mr. Wilson – You were street commissioner some years, weren’t you?

Mr. Frazier – Yes sir.

Mr. Wilson – Are you acquainted with N. L. Miller, the defendant in this case?

Mr. Frazier – Yes sir.

Mr. Wilson – How long have you known Mr. Miller?

Mr. Frazier – I think Mr. Miller came to town about one or two years since the strip opened.

Mr. Wilson – And you have known him ever since?

Mr. Frazier – Yes sir, I moved him into town, moved his house-hold goods while I was in the transfer business.

Mr. Wilson – And were you acquainted with Mabel Oakes in her lifetime?

Mr. Frazier – No sir, not any more than speaking acquaintance, as she passed the house every day.

Mr. Wilson – Well you knew her when you saw her, did you?

Mr. Frazier – Yes sir.

Mr. Wilson – I will get you to state whether or not you had occasion to be in Squire Miller’s office a few days before the election last fall and whether or not you had occasion to observe the condition of Mabel Oakes as regarding her face?

Mr. Frazier – In regard to her face did you say?

Mr. Wilson – Yes sir, in regard to the condition of her face?

Mr. Frazier – Well I couldn’t tell you about how long it was, that is the day, I cannot remember, it impressed my mind that it was about, I didn’t express my mind about the day and I can’t tell you about the day at all, I saw Miss Oakes with a black eye or cheek here, I don’t remember which.  There was something wrong with her face like a bruise or something of that kind.  I can’t tell anything about the date or how long it was before that time.  What called my attention to it I thought the poor girl was so unlucky.  First, a short time before that, she had a broken arm and a broken shoulder.

Mr. Pruiett – This will be objected to and I want the witness to wait until I can get in my objection.
The Court – Objection sustained.

Mr. Frazier – I am trying to tell what called it to my attention.

The Court – It doesn’t make any difference whether it impressed you or not, or what impression it made on you.

Mr. Wilson – And you don’t know whether that was about the time that A. C. Grimes and Mr. Green saw the girl or not, do you?

Mr. Frazier – No sir, I don’t know anything about that.

Mr. Wilson – Now which way do you live from Miller’s office in the old opera house?

Mr. Frazier – A block and a half east, I believe.

Mr. Wilson – And where did Mabel Oakes live with reference to Miller’s opera house?

Mr. Frazier – I couldn’t tell you about that.

Mr. Wilson – Do you know where George Oakes lived?

Mr. Frazier – No sir.

Mr. Wilson – State whether or not you would see Mabel Oakes going to town back and forth in the mornings and noon and afternoons and night and passing your house?

Mr. Frazier – I saw her going past there almost every day.

Mr. Wilson – State if you ever noticed her wearing a scarf, this scarf or one similar to it?

Mr. Frazier – I noticed her wearing a scarf always.

Mr. Wilson – State if you know whether there was any peculiarity in the manner in which she would wear the scarf?

Mr. Frazier – She seemed to have it wrapped around her neck more than once with the ends hanging down her back.

Mr. Wilson – Well imitate on your person about how Mabel Oakes was in the habit of wearing that scarf?

Mr. Frazier – This is my impression.  (Wrapped around neck with ends hanging down his back).

Mr. Wilson – That’s all.

Mr. Pruiett – That’s all. 
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