Old Opera House Murder -- (Alva's First Homicide - 9 November 1910)

C. S. Epperson’s Testimony
C. S. Epperson’s Testifies on behalf of Defendant...

C. S. Epperson was duly sworn as a witness for the defendant, and testified as follows?
DIRECT EXAMINATION by Mr. Wilson (Judge L. T. Wilson, attorney for Nelson L. Miller) –

Mr. Wilson – State your name to the court and jury?
Mr. Epperson – C. S. Epperson.

Mr. Wilson – Where do you reside now, Mr. Epperson?

Mr. Epperson – In Woodward.

Mr. Wilson – Where did you reside about the time of the election last fall?

Mr. Epperson – At Alva.

Mr. Wilson – Were you acquainted with N. L. Miller at that time?

Mr. Epperson – Yes sir.

Mr. Wilson – Were you acquainted with Mabel Oakes?

Mr. Epperson – I wasn’t personally.

Mr. Wilson – Have you seen her?

Mr. Epperson – Yes sir.
Mr. Wilson – Had you talked with her?

Mr. Epperson – Very little.

Mr. Wilson – I will get you to state whether or not you ever had a conversation with Mabel Oakes with regard to her habit of using strychnine pills or ether pills?

Mr. Epperson – Yes sir.

Mr. Wilson – State what that conversation was?

Mr. Epperson – I stepped into Mr. Miller’s office one day and this girl was reclining back in a chair in front of the typewriter in a sinking condition and Mr. Miller was fanning her with a book or something, I don’t remember and after a while she kinda came to and set up to the typewriter and I asked Mr. Miller what was the trouble and Mr. Miller said that she had had a sinking spell right here and after she had come out of it five or ten minutes, I asked if she ever had those spells before and she said “Yes sir,” she had four or five a day at times and I asked her what she was taking for it and she said strychnine or ether one or the other, I don’t remember which.

Mr. Wilson – Describe her condition, Mr. Epperson, when she was in that sinking spell?

Mr. Epperson – Well I didn’t get close to her, she was lying there and looked pale, I just took a chair in the office door.

Mr. Wilson – How long did she remain in that spell to your knowledge?

Mr. Epperson – Well I judge, fifteen minutes, perhaps ten.

Mr. Wilson –  And she revived while you were there, did she?

Mr. Epperson – Yes sir.

Mr. Wilson – That’s all.

Mr. Pruiett – We have no further questions at this time, it may be that we would like to call Mr. Epperson back for the purpose of laying a predicate.

Mr. Wilson – We would like to have him cross examine the witness now, if he cross examines him at all.

Mr. Pruiett – We don’t care to cross examine him now.

The Court – You will be excused, Mr. Epperson.
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