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 LEARNING OBJECTIVES:  This abstract will present a theory in which Meniere’s Syndrome was used to explain the victim’s behavior and manner of death at the time of her demise.  An examination of the investigation and crime scene will offer information indicating that the victim’s death was other than accidental. 

 At about 1:45 PM, March 13, 1956, the body of 21 year old Mildred Anne Reynolds was found burning in her 1949 Chevrolet Tudor sedan, bearing Oklahoma license plate 49-2685.   The incident occurred one mile South and two miles and seven tenths West of Hopeton, OK.  An investigation was conducted by  the State of Oklahoma Department of Public Safety, Bureau of Investigations, during which it was concluded that Mildred Reynolds died from accidental circumstances, and that no foul play was involved. 

 On March 30, 1956, Dr. Alfred M. Shideler, Assistant Professor of Pathology, University of Oklahoma,  reported to the Woods County District Attorney, that Reynolds’s death “was due to being in a fire. A definite statement concerning some of the skull fractures being ante mortem or post mortem can not be made.....I found no other evidence of trauma or of natural disease which might have contributed to her death.”   The subsequent death certificate, #005081, which is signed by I.R. Boyce, Coroner,  records the immediate cause of death as “burned to death in auto fire. Cause of  fire unknown”.   The manner of  death was “possible” accident and “possible” homicide.   Oddly enough, the Coroner’s Inquest conducted on March 21, 1956 held that “We do not feel that it (the fire) was an accident.  Furthermore, we, the jury, reccomment (sic) further investigation be made in this case.”  Reynolds’s body was largely destroyed in the fire.   Her trachea and esophagus were burned away, her hyoid bone was intact, and she skull suffered numerous fractures.  These fractures were linear, without inward or outward displacement of the edges. 

The final diagnosis was “thermal burns with extensive destruction of tissue. Fracture of skull, questionably  produced ante mortem.” 

 The scene was a dirt road, running East  to West through sparsely populated areas.  I t was determined that for some reason, Reynolds lost control of  her car resulting in it burning on the North side of  the road.  While traveling West, the car was veered to the left side of the road, backed up and driven forward  twice, coming to rest on the North side  facing West.    While backing along a ditch on the North side, the plug to gas tank was lost.  This is a possible cause of  the fire.  .It is apparent Reynolds was attempting a “three point” turn, during which she lost control.  The question was, why?  Investigating agents discovered three 9MM shell casings at the rise about 50’ in  front of Reynolds’s  first attempt to turn.   The owner of these shells, who was present at the isolated  scene, admitted to firing his weapon. 

This was verified by firearms testing.  No further mention was found in the investigation. 
 The mystery to solve is what was the manner of death?  Several theories were presented during the investigation.  One theory offered the involvement of Mr. Reynolds, who made questionable remarks during his interview.  The most celebrated theory was that of Meniere’s disease.  Although no medical evidence was found to show Reynolds suffered from this, it was believed that the symptoms could have caused the vehicle crash.  Meniere’s victims suffer from recurrent vertigo, accompanied by tinnitus and deafness.  Head discomfort and slight instability is also experienced.   Is Meniere’s adequate to cause this type of incident? The current opinion is no.   Reynolds was suspected to be menstruating as well, which was considered to be a complication to her “condition”.     Did Reynolds suffer a fatal Meniere’s episode? Or was it murder? 
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